
 

Carolina NA-YGN has been an active, evolving, and positive organization in 

the year 2006.  Our membership has grown by 30% to over 100 young 

professionals who believe nuclear energy is an exciting and growing career 

opportunity at Duke Energy. 

The Council has continued to lay the foundation for the organization by 

developing the administrative framework.  Bylaws and processes have been 

developed and implemented for Council elections, budget management, 

and defining organizational roles and responsibilities.  Site representatives 

have worked to keep members involved and active in the organization.   

Our four-site event in the spring provided us with ideas and energy to carry 

out our goals.  Four of our members attended the 2006 International NA-YGN 

Professional Development Workshop with over 100 fellow NA-YGN members 

from across North America.  

The Public Information Committee has visited local schools to speak with 

students about the science of producing electricity using nuclear fuel.  Our 

members have also been active spokespeople for nuclear energy, by 

attending four public meetings in 2006 and providing quotes and letters to 

area media.  NA-YGN members have been on television, in the newspaper, 

and developed fact sheets supporting nuclear science.   

The Professional Development Committee has organized and attended 

training for public speaking, industry networking, and career development.  

Most importantly the Professional Development Committee launched the 

NA-YGN Mentoring Program, "Bridge the Divide."  This cornerstone program 

unites members with managers across Duke Energy in a strong mentoring 

relationship such that the mentor and mentee gain insight into each other's 

roles in the company. 

Overall this has been an exciting and fruitful year for Carolina NA-YGN.  

Being the first full year as a newly formed organization, there have been 

many challenges.  However, the leaders on the Council, with the help of 

many active members, have worked hard to provide continuity and to 

move the organization forward into 2007. 

Thad Wingo 
President, Carolina NA-YGN 
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There are many ways for you to get involved with Carolina NA-YGN! 

Volunteer – Contact Janelle Penisten 

• Regional Science Fair and Science Olympiad 

Spread the Word – Contact TBD 
• Represent NA-YGN at anti-nuclear events and NRC hearings. 

• Visit local schools—we have a presentation already prepared! 

• Recruit new NA-YGN members. 

Develop Yourself – Contact Carena Tate 

• Evaluate and improve the mentoring program. 

• Help organize an upcoming professional development workshop. 

Communicate – Contact Sarah Zetts 

• Create the Carolina NA-YGN newsletter. 

• Work on the Carolina NA-YGN Web site. 

Run for a Council Position 
• Elections will be held in May.  Learn more about positions you’re 

interested in by contacting the current officer. 

Be proactive!  Volunteer yourself!  Suggest new ideas and initiatives! 

Get Involved 

Carolina NA-YGN’s four-site meeting is tentatively scheduled for March 1, 

2007, in Spartanburg, SC.  This business meeting, held annually or bi-annually, 

is open to NA-YGN members from all four sites. 

An exciting day is in store for attendees of this four-site meeting!  You will 

hear two professional development speakers, take responsibilities on 

Carolina NA-YGN committees, and participate in a team-building activity. 

Contact Adam Strange if you would like to help plan the four-site meeting. 

Four-Site Meeting 

Carolina NA-YGN 
Council 

 

President 

Thad Wingo (CNS) 

 

Vice President 

Melissa Moran (MNS) 

 

Secretary 

Andrew James (GO) 

 

Treasurer 

William Murphy (GO) 

 

Professional 
Development 

Carena Tate (MNS) 

 

Public Information 

Vacant 

 

Communications 

Sarah Zetts (MNS) 

 

Calendar 
Carolina NA-YGN is gearing up for another successful and productive year!  

We hope to see you at our upcoming events. 

LEGO Tournament (Columbia, SC) January 26-27 

Science Fair (UNC-Charlotte) February 24 

Four-Site Meeting (Spartanburg, SC) March 1 (tentative) 

Science Olympiad (UNC-Charlotte) March 10 

International NA-YGN and industry activities: 

International NA-YGN Elections February 

NEI Communications Conference February 28 – March 2 

 (Washington, DC) 

International NA-YGN Professional May 22-23 

 Development Conference (Miami, FL) 



 

 

CAROLINA NA-YGN NEWSLETTER PAGE 3 

 

Mentoring Program 
 
Carolina NA-YGN’s mentoring program, Bridge the Divide, provides the 

opportunity for managers to work closely with Carolina NA-YGN members.  

At the launch of the program in August 2006, thirty-nine NA-YGN members 

were paired with a Duke Energy manager-level mentor. 

The program kickoff was held at Zuma Family Fun Center.  The Carolina 

NA-YGN members who attended said that their favorite part of the day 

was seeing managers racing go-karts competitively! 

Bridge the Divide has already been a success!  Some mentees have 

already worked extensively with their mentor, and have even been able to 

participate in technical work with the mentor’s work group.  Bridge the 
Divide is helping to close the generation gap by developing a culture that 

supports knowledge sharing, leadership, and professional development. 

If you are interested in being a mentor or being mentored, please contact 

Carena Tate and the Carolina NA-YGN Professional Development 

Committee. 

 

Am I an International NA-YGN Member? 
If you’ve received this newsletter, you’re a member of Carolina NA-YGN.  

But, you may not be a member of the International NA-YGN.  Our chapter 

is only a small fraction of NA-YGN! 

Joining International NA-YGN is easy, free, and has amazing rewards!  As 

an International NA-YGN member, you are eligible to attend the annual 

Professional Development Workshop and participate in annual elections. 

Simply visit the International NA-YGN Web site, http://www.na-ygn.org, and 

click “Join”!  Welcome to International NA-YGN membership! 

If you are already an International NA-YGN member, don’t forget to renew 

your membership prior to the International NA-YGN elections in February! 

Nuclear Fact Sheets 
Public Information Committee members have developed three fact sheets 

which provide objective information about nuclear hot topics: 

• The Role of Nuclear Power in Energy Diversification 

• Nuclear Safety 

• Used Fuel Storage 

The PI Committee plans to develop a series of fact sheets, with future 

topics such as used fuel transportation.  All fact sheets are available for 

download on the Carolina NA-YGN Web site. 

 

 

 

 

 

Carolina NA-YGN’s fact sheet on 

Energy Diversification shows that the 

Carolinas are above the national 

average percent of generation from 

nuclear. 

THE YEAR IN REVIEW – 2006 

http://www.na-ygn.org/
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The Public Information Committee has been proactive in pursuing 

opportunities for spreading objective knowledge of nuclear science and 

technology.  The following are a small sampling of public information and 

outreach events our members have attended or organized: 

• Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League (BREDL) anti-nuclear 

press conference – Andrew James and William Murphy (GO) 

• Energy Expo – William Murphy, Andrew James, Sarah Chisholm 

(GO), and Nicolas Hernandez (ONS) 

• Chapel Hill Town Council Meeting to discuss fire risks at Shearon 

Harris – Brandi Weaver, Sarah Chisholm, and Janelle Penisten (GO) 

• Countryside Montessori School presentation and drawing contest 

– Sarah Chisholm and Adam Strange (GO) 

Carolina NA-YGN 
P.O. Box 1006, Mail Code ECII-08E 

Charlotte, NC 28201-1006 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter Created by Janelle Penisten 

and Sarah Chisholm 

Spokesperson Training 
The Spokesperson Training Workshop in August 2006 was a successful 

hands-on, interactive, and team-building workshop.  NA-YGN members 

learned how to present arguments while "keeping their cool" in a debate, 

anti-nuclear press conference, or other high-pressure environment. 

Tim Pettit of Duke Energy's nuclear communications department presented 

the Duke perspective on speaking with the media and members of the 

public regarding nuclear power.  He taught our members how to prepare 

statements and answer pointed questions.  

Prema Chandrathil, a Communications Specialist from the American 

Nuclear Society, presented a session on public speaking in stressful 

environments.  Prema helped speakers be effective in creating and 

delivering third party messages about nuclear science and technology to 

different mediums. 

This event was featured in the Sept/Oct 2006 edition of ANS News. 

 

• NRC Commissioner Jeffrey Merrifield visited Carolina NA-YGN 

• Janelle Penisten, Sarah Chisholm, and Adam Strange (GO) worked on 

the International NA-YGN Benchmarking Committee 

• Ryan Stone (GO) was elected the Professional Development Chair of 

the International NA-YGN 

• Nicolas Hernandez (ONS) attended a whitewater rafting trip with the 

AREVA Charlotte NA-YGN Chapter 

Public Information 

Other Notable Activities from 2006 

Carolina NA-YGN is 
committed to sustaining 

the nuclear industry 
through grassroots 

efforts. 

THE YEAR IN REVIEW – 2006 

Some of the attendees at the Spokesperson 

Training Workshop. 


